
WKH\� ZHUH� LPSUHVVHG� WKDW� *RG� ORYHG� WKHLU� VRQ� HQRXJK� WR
H[SRVH� KLV� VLQ�� 7KH� IDFW� WKDW� )UDQN� KDG� QHHGHG� WR� XVH� WKH
FRPSXWHU� WKDW� HYHQLQJ�� WKH� IDFW� WKDW� WKH� H�PDLO� ³MXVW� KDS�
SHQHG �́WR�FRPH�LQ�IURP�5\DQ¶V�IULHQG��DQG�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�5\DQ
ZDV�QRW�KRPH�ZKHQ�WKLQJV�ZHUH�XQFRYHUHG�ZHUH�DOO�SDUW�RI
*RG¶V�SODQ�RI�UHVFXH��*RG�WKH�5HGHHPHU�KDG�UHDFKHG�GRZQ
WR�VWRS�5\DQ�IURP�FRQWLQXLQJ�RQ�WKH�SDWK�KH�KDG�EHJXQ��$QG
*RG�ZDV�FDOOLQJ�)UDQN�DQG�(OOHQ�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�KH�ZDV
GRLQJ�LQ�5\DQ¶V�OLIH�DW�WKDW�PRPHQW�

7KLV�UHDOL]DWLRQ�ILOOHG�)UDQN�DQG�(OOHQ�ZLWK�MR\�DQG�KRSH
HYHQ�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKHLU�KXUW�DQG�VDGQHVV��7KHVH�SHUVSHFWLYHV
JDYH�WKHP�D�ZKROH�QHZ�VHW�RI�WKLQJV�WR�VD\�WR�5\DQ��DQG�D
FRPSOHWHO\�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\�WR�VD\�WKHP��7KH\�LPDJLQHG�ZKDW
WKH�VFHQH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�KDG�5\DQ�EHHQ�KRPH�ZKHQ�)UDQN
GLVFRYHUHG�WKH�H�PDLOV��)UDQN�ZRXOG�KDYH�H[SORGHG�LQ�DQJHU�
5\DQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�H[SORGHG�EDFN�RU�UHWUHDWHG�LQWR�GHIHQVLYH
VLOHQFH�� DQG�QRQH�RI� WKH�JRRG� WKDW�*RG�EURXJKW�RXW�RI� WKH
VLWXDWLRQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH��7KH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�)UDQN
ZRNH�XS�DQG�VDW�RQ�WKH�HGJH�RI�WKH�EHG�DV�KH�VSRNH�WR�(OOHQ�

,W�KLW�PH�WKLV�PRUQLQJ��KRQH\��1RQH�RI �WKLV�LV�DERXW�XV��7KLV
LV�*RG·V�PRPHQW��ZH�DUH�MXVW�KHUH�DV�KLV�LQVWUXPHQWV��,�ZDV
WKLQNLQJ�DV�,�ZDV�O\LQJ�KHUH�WKDW�5\DQ�UHDOO\�LVQ·W�RXUV��+H
EHORQJV�WR�*RG��*RG�SODFHG�KLP�LQ�RXU�KDQGV�VR�WKDW�ZH�FDQ
EH�*RG·V�WRROV�LQ�KLV�OLIH��,·P�KXUW�DQG�,�NQRZ�\RX�DUH�WRR�
EXW�WKLV�LV�D�ZRQGHUIXO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WDON�WR�5\DQ�DERXW�WKH
PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJV�LQ�OLIH��0D\EH�WKLV�ZLOO�VRXQG�IXQQ\�
EXW�LW�KLW�PH�WKDW�WKLV�LV�D�UHGHPSWLYH�PRPHQW��7KDW·V�ZKDW
*RG�LV�GRLQJ�LQ�5\DQ·V�OLIH��+H·V�ZRUNLQJ�WR�UHVFXH�5\DQ�IURP
VLQ�DQG�GHDWK��+H�LV�QRW�DOORZLQJ�5\DQ�WR�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�DW�KLV
VLQ��+H�OHW�LW�EH�H[SRVHG��*RG�VWXFN�LW�LQ�RXU�IDFH��QRW�VR�ZH
ZRXOG�EH�GHSUHVVHG�DQG�GLVFRXUDJHG��EXW�VR�ZH�ZRXOG�EH�KLV
LQVWUXPHQWV�RI �UHGHPSWLRQ�LQ�5\DQ·V�OLIH��,W�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQW
WKDW�ZH�KDQGOH�WKLV�WKLQJ�*RG·V�ZD\��:H�FDQ·W�OHW�RXU�KXUW
DQG�DQJHU�JHW�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI �ZKDW�*RG�LV�GRLQJ��,�DP�VR�JODG
ZH·YH�KDG�WLPH�WR�WKLQN�DQG�SUD\�EHIRUH�ZH�WDONHG�WR�5\DQ�

7KH\�KDG� WKHLU� WDON�ZLWK�5\DQ� WKDW� HYHQLQJ��$QG� LW� GLGQ¶W
EHJLQ�ZLWK�)UDQN�VWLFNLQJ�WKH�H�PDLO�LQ�5\DQ¶V�IDFH�DQG�VD\LQJ�
³+RZ�GDUH�\RX�GR�WKLV�WR�PH��\RX�VQHDN\�OLWWOH�SXQN� �́5DWKHU�
)UDQN�VWDUWHG�E\�DVNLQJ�5\DQ�LI�WKH\�FRXOG�SUD\�EHIRUH�WKH\
WDONHG��,PPHGLDWHO\�)UDQN�KDG�5\DQ¶V�DWWHQWLRQ��+H�KDG�QHYHU
GRQH�WKLV�EHIRUH��)UDQN�WKHQ�WROG�5\DQ�WKH�WZR�WKLQJV�KH�ZDV
IHHOLQJ� WKDW� QLJKW�� 7KH� ILUVW�ZDV� VDGQHVV� DW� WKH� WKRXJKW� RI
5\DQ¶V�GHFHSWLRQ�DQG� VLQ��7KH� VHFRQG�ZDV� MR\��EHFDXVH� WKH
ZKROH� VLWXDWLRQ� SLFWXUHG� VR� FOHDUO\� KRZ�PXFK� *RG� ORYHG
5\DQ�DQG�KRZ�DFWLYHO\�KH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�WR�UHVFXH�KLP�IURP
VLQ��+H�WROG�KLP�WKDW�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�LW�DOO��KH�KRSHG�5\DQ�ZRXOG
EH�RYHUZKHOPHG�ZLWK�WKH�ORYH�RI�*RG��,W�ZDV�D�ORQJ�FRQYHU�
VDWLRQ�DQG�D�YHU\�ODWH�QLJKW��EXW�D�UHDO�WXUQLQJ�WRRN�SODFH�LQ
5\DQ¶V�KHDUW�WKDW�HYHQLQJ��$QG�QRW�RQO\�LQ�5\DQ¶V²WKHUH�ZDV
D�WXUQLQJ�LQ�)UDQN¶V�KHDUW�DV�ZHOO��:KHQ�)UDQN�ODWHU�WROG�PH
WKH�VWRU\��KH�FDSWXUHG�WKH�FKDQJH�ZLWKLQ�KLPVHOI�YHU\�ZHOO�

)RU� WKH� ILUVW� WLPH�� ,� EHJDQ� WR� WKLQN� UHGHPSWLYHO\� DERXW� WKH
UHODWLRQVKLSV�DURXQG�PH��,W�KLW�PH�WKDW�LI �*RG�ZDV�XVLQJ�WKLV
VLWXDWLRQ�WR�GR�KLV�ZRUN�LQ�5\DQ��WKHQ�KH�ZDV�GRLQJ�WKH�VDPH
LQ�(OOHQ�DQG�RXU�RWKHU� FKLOGUHQ²DQG�PH�� ,W·V� JLYHQ�PH�D
ZKROH� QHZ� SHUVSHFWLYH� RQ� P\� IDPLO\²DQG� QRW� MXVW� P\
IDPLO\��EXW�P\�IULHQGVKLSV�WRR��,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�KRZ�,�KDQGOH

VLWXDWLRQV²ZKDW�,�VD\²LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW��(LWKHU�,�DP�WDNLQJ
FRQWURO�DQG�KDQGOLQJ�WKLQJV�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�VHHPV�EHVW�WR�PH�
RU�,�DP�UHVSRQGLQJ�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�PDNHV�PH�SDUW�RI �ZKDW�*RG
LV�GRLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFH�

:KDW�D�QLFH�ZD\�WR�FDSWXUH�LW��:H�DOO�QHHG�D�UHGHPSWLYH�SHU�
VSHFWLYH�RQ�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLSV��%HIRUH�ZH�VSHDN��ZH�QHHG�WR�DVN
RXUVHOYHV�ZKDW�WKH�5HGHHPHU�ZRXOG�EH�SOHDVHG�WR�DFFRPSOLVK
LQ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��DQG�ZH�QHHG�WR�EH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�EH�D�SDUW�RI
LW��:H�DUH�PHDQW�WR�EH�RQ�KLV�PLVVLRQ��,W¶V�LQ�WKH�ZRUNURRP�RI
HYHU\GD\� OLIH� WKDW� *RG� EXLOGV� IDLWKIXO�� JRGO\�� DQG� PDWXUH
FKLOGUHQ��DQG�ZH�DUH�WKH�WRROV�KH�XVHV��:KHQ�)UDQN�DQG�(OOHQ
JRW�KROG� RI� WKLV� SHUVSHFWLYH�� LW� FRPSOHWHO\� WUDQVIRUPHG� WKH
ZD\�WKH\�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKHLU�VRQ¶V�VLQ�

7KH�OHVVRQ�)UDQN�OHDUQHG�LV�RXU�VXEMHFW�KHUH��7R�VSHDN�DV
&KULVW¶V� DPEDVVDGRUV�� ZH�PXVW� XQGHUVWDQG� *RG¶V�PLVVLRQ
DQG�KRZ�LW�RIIHUV�XV�SUDFWLFDO�JXLGDQFH�IRU�WKH�WKLQJV�ZH�IDFH
ZLWK�IDPLO\��IULHQGVKLSV��DQG�WKH�ERG\�RI�&KULVW�

It�s  Been  His  Mission  from  the  Beginning
)URP� WKH� ILUVW�PRPHQWV� RI� VLQ¶V� H[LVWHQFH�RQ� WKH� HDUWK�

*RG¶V�UHVSRQVH�KDV�EHHQ�UHGHPSWLRQ��7KLV�LV�FOHDU�LQ�KLV�ZRUGV
WR�WKH�6HUSHQW�DIWHU�WKH�)DOO²³,�ZLOO�SXW�HQPLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKHH
DQG�WKH�ZRPDQ��DQG�EHWZHHQ�WK\�VHHG�DQG�KHU�VHHG��LW�VKDOO
EUXLVH�WK\�KHDG��DQG�WKRX�VKDOW�EUXLVH�KLV�KHHO �́ (Gen 3:15)��,Q
RWKHU�ZRUGV��*RG�VD\V��³,�ZLOO�QRW�OHDYH�WKLQJV�DV�WKH\�DUH�
7KURXJK�WKH�ZRPDQ�,�ZLOO�EULQJ�D�5HGHHPHU�ZKR�ZLOO�FUXVK
\RX� DQG�\RXU�ZRUN� WKURXJK�KLV� RZQ� VXIIHULQJ� �́*RG¶V� UH�
VSRQVH�WR�6DWDQ¶V�OLHV�DQG�$GDP�DQG�(YH¶V�UHEHOOLRQ�LV�QRW�RQO\
WR�MXGJH��EXW�WR�UHGHHP��+HUH�*RG�LQWURGXFHV�WKH�SODQ�WKDW
XQIROGV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�UHVW�RI�6FULSWXUH��7KH�%LEOH�LV�WKH�VWRU\
RI�*RG¶V�ZRUN�WR�UHGHHP�D�SHRSOH�IRU�KLPVHOI��ZKR�ZLOO�OLYH
IRUHYHU�WR�KLV�JORU\��:H�DUH�FDOOHG�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�WKLV�JUHDW�ZRUN�
ZKLFK�PHDQV�WKDW�ZH�PXVW�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�HYHQWV�DQG�SHRSOH
ZH�HQFRXQWHU�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�LQFOXGHV�WKHP��DQG�XV��LQ�*RG¶V
VWRU\�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ��7KH�RQO\�KRSH�IRU�RXU�VWRU\�LV�WKDW�ZH
ZRXOG�EH�SDUW�RI�KLV�VWRU\�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ��7KH�RQO\�ULJKW�ZD\
WR� DSSURDFK� WKH� HYHQWV� RI� RXU� OLYHV� LV� WR� DSSURDFK� WKHP
UHGHPSWLYHO\�

7KLV�PLVVLRQ�DQG�RXU�FDOO�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�LW�LV�FOHDUO\�ODLG�RXW
LQ�*RG¶V�FRYHQDQW�FDOO�WR�$EUDP�(read Gen 12:1-3)�FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ
WKH�ZRUGV��³,Q�WKHH�VKDOO�DOO�IDPLOLHV�RI�WKH�HDUWK�EH�EOHVVHG�´
*RG¶V�ZRUGV� WR�$EUDP�DUH�ERWK�D� FRPIRUW� DQG�D� FDOO��:KDW
JUHDWHU�FRPIRUW�FDQ�WKHUH�EH�WKDQ�WR�EH�FKRVHQ�DV�WKH�REMHFW�RI
*RG¶V�EOHVVLQJ��%XW�*RG�QHYHU�LQWHQGHG�$EUDP�WR�EH�MXVW�WKH
REMHFW�RI�KLV�EOHVVLQJ��)URP�'D\�2QH�LW�ZDV�*RG¶V�LQWHQWLRQ
WKDW�$EUDP�ZRXOG�DOVR�EH�WKH�FRQGXLW�RI�KLV�EOHVVLQJ�WR�RWKHUV�
7KURXJK�$EUDP�DOO� WKH�QDWLRQV�RQ�HDUWK�ZRXOG�EH�EOHVVHG�
)URP�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ��$EUDP�ZDV�FDOOHG�WR�ORRN�EH\RQG�KLPVHOI
DQG�WR�VHH�KLV�OLIH�UHGHPSWLYHO\��+H�ZDV�FDOOHG�WR�EH�SDUW�RI
ZKDW�*RG�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GR�QRW�RQO\�LQ�KLP�DQG�IRU�KLP��EXW
DOVR�WKURXJK�KLP��:H�PXVW�QHYHU�WKLQN�RI�RXUVHOYHV�DV�REMHFWV
RI�KLV�FRYHQDQWDO�ORYH�ZLWKRXW�DOVR�WKLQNLQJ�RI�RXUVHOYHV�DV
FRQGXLWV�RI�WKDW�ORYH�WR�RWKHUV��

5HGHPSWLRQ�LV�QRW�MXVW�IRU�RXU�EHQHILW�RU�IRU�RXU�JRRG��,W
KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*RG¶V�SXUSRVH�DQG�IRU�KLV�JORU\�
:H�FDQQRW�WUHDW�VDOYDWLRQ�DV�D�SDUW\�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�WKH�KRQRUHG

JXHVWV��,W¶V�D�FHOHEUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�.LQJ�WR�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ
JUDFLRXVO\��DQG�DPD]LQJO\��LQYLWHG��:KDW�ZH�FHOHEUDWH�LV�QRW
MXVW�RXU�LQYLWDWLRQ��ZH�FHOHEUDWH�KLP��DQG�ZH�GHPRQVWUDWH�RXU
WKDQNV�E\�KHOSLQJ�RWKHUV�FRPH�WR�NQRZ��VHUYH��DQG�FHOHEUDWH
KLP�DV�ZHOO��,W¶V�KLV�SDUW\��+H·V�WKH�JXHVW�RI�KRQRU��$OO�WKDW�ZH
VD\�DQG�GR� VKRXOG�UHIOHFW�D�GHVLUH� WR�EH�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�KH� LV
GRLQJ��WR�EULQJ�KLP�LQ�VRPH�ZD\�WKH�JORU\�WKDW�LV�KLV�GXH�

The  Mission  in  Sharper  Focus
(YHQ�DV�WKH�/RUG�ZDV�JLYLQJ�KLV�SHRSOH�WKH�ODZ�LQ�WKH�2OG

7HVWDPHQW��KH�KDG�WKLV�PLVVLRQ�LQ�YLHZ��7KH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO
ZHUH� FDOOHG� WR� D� UDGLFDO� FRPPLWPHQW� WR� *RG¶V� UHGHPSWLYH
ZRUN��ZKLFK�ZRXOG� OHDG� WR� D� UDGLFDO� LQYROYHPHQW� LQ� HDFK
RWKHU¶V� OLYHV��7KH\�ZHUH�FDOOHG� WR�VSHDN� LQ�D�ZD\� WKDW�SUR�
PRWHG�WKH�ZRUN�*RG�ZDV�GRLQJ�LQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�RWKHUV��2XU�SDUW
LQ�WKH�.LQJ¶V�PLVVLRQ�WRGD\�FRXOG�QRW�EH�FOHDUHU�WKDQ�LW�LV�LQ
/HYLWLFXV�����D�SDVVDJH�&KULVW�DOOXGHG�WR�ZKHQ�KH�VXPPDUL]HG
WKH�ODZ�LQ�0DWWKHZ����

<H�VKDOO�GR�QR�XQULJKWHRXVQHVV�LQ�MXGJPHQW��WKRX�VKDOW�QRW
UHVSHFW�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI �WKH�SRRU��QRU�KRQRXU�WKH�SHUVRQ�RI �WKH
PLJKW\��EXW�LQ�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�VKDOW�WKRX�MXGJH�WK\�QHLJKERXU�
7KRX�VKDOW�QRW�JR�XS�DQG�GRZQ�DV�D�WDOHEHDUHU�DPRQJ�WK\
SHRSOH�� QHLWKHU� VKDOW� WKRX� VWDQG� DJDLQVW� WKH� EORRG� RI � WK\
QHLJKERXU��,�DP�WKH�/25'��7KRX�VKDOW�QRW�KDWH�WK\�EURWKHU
LQ�WKLQH�KHDUW��WKRX�VKDOW�LQ�DQ\�ZLVH�UHEXNH�WK\�QHLJKERXU�
DQG�QRW�VXIIHU�VLQ�XSRQ�KLP��7KRX�VKDOW�QRW�DYHQJH��QRU�EHDU
DQ\�JUXGJH�DJDLQVW�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI �WK\�SHRSOH��EXW�WKRX�VKDOW
ORYH�WK\�QHLJKERXU�DV�WK\VHOI��,�DP�WKH�/25'�(Lev 19:15-18)�

:KDW�GRHV�WKLV�SDVVDJH�VD\�DERXW�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLSV"�*RG�LV
WHOOLQJ�XV�WKDW�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�XV�WR�OLYH�DV�LI�VLQ�GRHVQ¶W
H[LVW��%HFDXVH�ZH�DUH�VLQQHUV�DQG�OLYH� LQ�UHODWLRQVKLSV�ZLWK
RWKHU�VLQQHUV��VLQ�ZLOO�DOZD\V�EH�DQ�LVVXH��,W�LV�WKH�LQHVFDSDEOH
UHDOLW\�RI�KXPDQ�OLIH��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�ZKHWKHU�ZH�DUH�GHDOLQJ
ZLWK�VLQ�*RG¶V�ZD\��UHGHPSWLYHO\��RU�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�GHVLUHV
DQG�SXUSRVHV�RI�RXU�RZQ�VLQIXO�KHDUWV�

 Love  Your  Neighbor  as  Yourself
3HUKDSV�WKH�ILUVW��PRVW�IXQGDPHQWDO�WKLQJ�WR�QRWLFH�LQ�WKLV

SDVVDJH�LV�WKDW�WKH�FRPPDQG�WR�KDQGOH�WKH�VLQV�RI�RWKHUV�*RG¶V
ZD\�LV�GLUHFWO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�WKH�FRPPDQG�WR�ORYH�\RXU�QHLJK�
ERU� DV� \RXUVHOI�� /RYLQJ� \RXU� QHLJKERUV� DV� \RXUVHOI�PHDQV
PDQ\�WKLQJV��EXW�RI�RQH�WKLQJ�ZH�FDQ�EH�VXUH��LW�PHDQV�GHDOLQJ
ZLWK�WKHLU�VLQ�LQ�D�GLVFLSOLQHG�DQG�GLVWLQFWO\�ELEOLFDO�ZD\��,W
PHDQV�UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�FDOOHG�E\�*RG�WR�EH�SDUW
RI�ZKDW�KH� LV�GRLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��:H�DUH�QRW� IUHH�WR�KDQGOH
GLIILFXOWLHV�LQ�ZKDWHYHU�ZD\�VHHPV�EHVW�WR�XV��:KHQ�ZH�DUH
ZURQJHG��WKH�WKLQJ�RI�KLJKHVW�LPSRUWDQFH�LV�QRW�WKDW�ZH�IHHO
VDWLVILHG�RU�DYHQJHG��EXW�WKDW�ZH�UHVSRQG�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�*RG¶V
SODQ�DQG�IRU�KLV�JORU\�

$V�ZH�UHFRJQL]H�WKLV�FDOOLQJ��ZH�GR�QRW�JLYH�LQ�WR�WKH�PDQ\
VLQV�RI�KHDUW�DQG�WRQJXH�WKDW�DUH�GHWDLOHG�LQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH��HYHQ
WKRXJK�WKH\�DUH�VXFK�D�WHPSWDWLRQ�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�VLQQHG
DJDLQVW��5HPHPEHU��ZH�DUH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�VLQV�RI�RWKHUV�DOO
WKH�WLPH��,W¶OO�EH�WKLV�ZD\�XQWLO�WKH�/RUG�UHWXUQV��8QWLO�WKHQ�
ORYLQJ�\RXU�QHLJKERU�DV�\RXUVHOI�KDV�WKLV�UHGHPSWLYH�TXDOLW\
LQ�LW��,W�PHDQV�WKDW�\RX�GHDO�ZLWK�VLQ�QRW�VLPSO\�DV�D�YLFWLP��EXW
DV�D�VHUYDQW�RI�WKH�2QH�ZKR�UHGHHPV�

/HW¶V� IDFH� LW�� LW¶V� KDUG� IRU� XV� WR� ORYH� RXU� QHLJKERU� DV
RXUVHOYHV�HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�KDYHQ·W�EHHQ�VLQQHG�DJDLQVW��:H�DUH
DOO�SURQH�WR�EH�VHOI�FHQWHUHG��WR�ZDQW�RXU�RZQ�ZD\��DQG�WR�OLYH
IRU�RXU�RZQ�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�DQG�FRPIRUW��,W¶V�VR�HDV\�WR�JLYH�LQ�WR
LUULWDWLRQ�DQG�LPSDWLHQFH�ZKHQ�LQ�VRPH�ZD\�RXU�ZLOO�KDV�EHHQ
FURVVHG��,¶P�QRW�HYHQ�UHIHUULQJ�WR�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�ZH�KDYH
HQFRXQWHUHG�VHULRXV�VLQ��1R��ZH�KDYH�WURXEOH�ORYLQJ�SHRSOH
ZKR�DUH�RQO\�JXLOW\�RI�IDLOLQJ�WR�SOHDVH�XV�

/HW�PH�JLYH�\RX�DQ�H[DPSOH�IURP�P\�RZQ�OLIH��2QH�RI�WKH
WKLQJV�,�HQMR\�GRLQJ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EHG�DW�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�WKH�VDPH
WLPH� DV� /XHOOD�� 6KH� LV� P\� FORVHVW� FRPSDQLRQ� DQG�P\� EHVW
IULHQG��DQG�,�HQMR\�WKRVH�ILQDO�PRPHQWV�RI�ZDUPWK�EHWZHHQ
XV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�GD\��2QH�HYHQLQJ�DW�DERXW�WHQ�R¶FORFN��,
FDPH� XS� IURP� RXU� IDPLO\� URRP� WR� KHDG� IRU� EHG��ZLWK� WKH
DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�/XHOOD�ZRXOG�EH�KHDGLQJ�LQ�WKDW�GLUHFWLRQ�DV
ZHOO��:KHQ�,�HQWHUHG�WKH�NLWFKHQ��,�FRXOGQ¶W�EHOLHYH�ZKDW�,�VDZ�
7KHUH�ZDV�/XHOOD��ZLWK�D�EXFNHW�DQG�D�EUXVK��NQHHOLQJ�RQ�WKH
NLWFKHQ� IORRU�� JHWWLQJ� UHDG\� WR� VFUXE� LW�� ,PPHGLDWHO\� ,�ZDV
ILOOHG�ZLWK�LUULWDWLRQ��,�FRXOGQ¶W�EHOLHYH�VKH�ZDV�GRLQJ�WKLV�WR
PH��'LGQ¶W�VKH�NQRZ�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�RXU�VSHFLDO�WLPH"�'LG�WKH
IORRU�KDYH�WR�EH�GRQH�QRZ"�,W�ORRNHG�WR�PH�DV�LI�VKH�ZDV�PRUH
FRPPLWWHG�WR�D�FOHDQ�IORRU�WKDQ�VKH�ZDV�WR�KHU�RZQ�KXVEDQG�

)RUWXQDWHO\��,�GLGQ¶W�VD\�DOO�WKH�WKLQJV�,�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ��%XW
,�GLG�VD\��ZLWK�DQ�HGJH�LQ�P\�YRLFH��³,�FDQ¶W�EHOLHYH�\RX¶UH
GRLQJ�WKLV�QRZ�´�DV�,�ZHQW�RII�WR�EHG��,�KDYH�WKRXJKW�DERXW
WKDW�VFHQH�PDQ\�WLPHV�VLQFH��:KDW�KDV�KLW�PH�LV�QRW�MXVW�P\
LPSDWLHQFH��EXW�WKH�XWWHU�VHOILVKQHVV�WKDW�OD\�EHKLQG�LW��$V�,
ORRNHG�DW�/XHOOD��,�GLG�QRW�VHH�D�ORYLQJ�DQG�GHGLFDWHG�ZRPDQ
ZKR�DOVR�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�LQ�EHG��EXW�ZKR�KDG�VHHQ�D�MRE�WKDW
QHHGHG�WR�EH�GRQH��,�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZHQW�WKURXJK�KHU�PLQG��7KDW
IORRU�GULYHV�KHU�FUD]\��:LWK�VL[�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�KRXVH��LW�DOZD\V
VHHPV�GLUW\��+HUH�ZDV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JHW�LW�GRQH��EHFDXVH
LW�ZDV�ODWHU�LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ�DQG�WKH�NLWFKHQ�WUDIILF�ZDV�OLJKW�
%HFDXVH�RI�KHU�ORYLQJ�GHGLFDWLRQ�WR�KHU�IDPLO\��VKH�VHL]HG�WKH
RSSRUWXQLW\�ZLWKRXW�JUXPEOH�RU�FRPSODLQW�

%XW�DV�,�ORRNHG�DW�/XHOOD�WKDW�QLJKW��WKDW¶V�QRW�ZKDW�,�VDZ�
,�VDZ�D�ZLIH�ZKR�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�KHDGLQJ�WR�EHG�ZLWK�PH�
7KHUH�ZDV�QR� WKDQNV� WR�/XHOOD�RU�*RG� LQ�P\�KHDUW�� ,�ZHQW
XSVWDLUV�LUULWDWHG�WKDW�,�KDG�WR�JR�WR�EHG�DORQH�EHFDXVH�/XHOOD
KDG�FKRVHQ�WKH�IORRU�RYHU�PH��5LGLFXORXV"�(PEDUUDVVLQJ"�<HV�
EXW�SHUKDSV� WKLV� LV� WKH�SRZHU�RI� WKLV�H[DPSOH��:H�VWUXJJOH
ZLWK�WKH�OLWWOH�HYHQWV�RI�OLIH��:H�VWUXJJOH�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�LQ
WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKHP�LQ�D�JRGO\�ZD\��HYHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�DUH�QRW�EHLQJ
VLQQHG�DJDLQVW��:H�ODVK�RXW�ZLWK�DQJU\��XQNLQG�ZRUGV�ZKHQ
WKH�EDWKURRP�LV�RFFXSLHG��RU��ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�LV�PDNLQJ�XV�ODWH�
RU�ZKHQ�ZH�GRQ¶W�JHW�WKH�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�ZH�WKLQN�ZH�GHVHUYH�
RU�ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�EXWWV�LQ�OLQH�LQ�IURQW�RI�XV��RU�VWD\V�WRR�ORQJ
RQ�WKH�SKRQH…WKH�OLVW�FRXOG�JR�RQ�DQG�RQ�

7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�OLYH�HYHU\�GD\��,I�ZH�UHVSRQG�VHOILVKO\�WR
WKH�QRUPDO�JLYH�DQG�WDNH�RI�UHODWLRQVKLSV��KRZ�ZLOO�ZH�HYHU
UHVSRQG� UHGHPSWLYHO\� LQ� WKH� IDFH�RI� UHDO� VLQ"� ,I�ZH�DUH�QRW
ORYLQJ�RXU�QHLJKERUV�LQ�WKH�QRUPDO�FRXUVH�RI�WKLQJV��KRZ�ZLOO
ZH�HYHU�GR�LW�ZKHQ�WKH�VWDNHV�DUH�PXFK�KLJKHU"�$JDLQ��ZH
QHHG� WR�EH�JULSSHG�E\� WKH�JUDQGHXU�RI�RXU�FDOOLQJ�DQG� WKH
GHPDQGV�LW�PDNHV�RQ�RXU�GDLO\�WDON��$QG�ZH�QHHG�WR�EHOLHYH
WKH�WUXWK�WKDW�*RG�KDV�DOUHDG\�JLYHQ�XV�HYHU\WKLQJ�ZH�QHHG�
WR�GR�ZKDW�KH�KDV�FDOOHG�XV�WR�GR��(2 Peter 1:3-4)�



How  Will  We  Deal  with  Sin?
6LQFH�ZH�DUH�DOO�DIIHFWHG�E\�RQH�DQRWKHU¶V�VLQ�LQ�VRPH�ZD\�

ZH� DUH� DOO� GHDOLQJ�ZLWK� VLQ� GDLO\�� 7KH� LVVXH� /HYLWLFXV� SXWV
EHIRUH�XV�LV�WKLV��$UH�ZH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�LW�*RG¶V�ZD\�RU�RXUV"
0DNH�QR�PLVWDNH��WKHUH�LV�D�VWDUN�FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�
/HYLWLFXV�OD\V�RXW�IRU�XV�WKH�ZD\V�ZH�FDQ�UHVSRQG�WR�WKH�VLQ
DURXQG�XV��,Q�WKH�FHQWHU�LV�WKH�PLGGOH�ZD\�RI�ORYH��WKH�URDG
*RG� KDV� FDOOHG� XV� WR� WUDYHO� LQ� RXU� UHODWLRQVKLSV� ZLWK� RQH
DQRWKHU��2Q�HLWKHU�VLGH�DUH�WKH�YDOOH\V�RI�KDWUHG��RQ�RQH�VLGH
WKH�SDVVLYH�IRUPV�RI�KDWUHG�DQG�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�WKH�PRUH�DFWLYH
IRUPV��:H�DUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR�VWD\�RQ�WKH�PLGGOH�URDG�RI�ORYH
DQG�QRW�DOORZ�RXUVHOYHV�WR�IDOO�RII�LQWR�HLWKHU�YDOOH\�

7KH�YDOOH\�RI�SDVVLYH�KDWUHG�LQFOXGHV� LQQHU�DWWLWXGHV�RI
IDYRULWLVP� DQG� SDUWLDOLW\� (Lev 19:15)�� FDUU\LQJ� KDWUHG� LQ� \RXU
KHDUW� (v 17)��EHDULQJ�D�JUXGJH� (v 18)��DQG�KDUERULQJ�GHVLUHV�RI
YHQJHDQFH�(v 18)��&OHDUO\��QRQH�RI�WKHVH�DWWLWXGHV�DUH�FRQVLVWHQW
ZLWK� *RG¶V� FDOO� WR� ORYH� RXU� QHLJKERUV� DV� RXUVHOYHV�� (DFK
UHIOHFWV�KHDUW�UHVSRQVHV�RI�VHOI�ORYH�DQG�DQJHU�DJDLQVW�WKRVH
ZKR�KDYH�QRW�SOHDVHG�XV�RU�VDWLVILHG�RXU�GHVLUHV��+HUH�RXU
KHDUW�UHVSRQVHV�DUH�VKDSHG�E\�RXU�VHOILVK�H[SHFWDWLRQV��QRW�WKH
JORU\�RI�VKDULQJ�LQ�*RG¶V�ZRUN�RQ�HDUWK��7KHUH�LV�QR�KLJKHU
FDOOLQJ��\HW�LW�LV�RQH�ZH�HDVLO\�IRUJHW�LQ�WKH�SUHVV�RI�OLIH��

2Q�WKH�DFWLYH�VLGH�RI�KDWUHG�DUH�WKLQJV�OLNH�WUHDWLQJ�SHRSOH
ZLWK�IDYRULWLVP�DQG�SDUWLDOLW\�(v 15)��MXGJLQJ�RWKHUV�XQIDLUO\
(v 15)��VSUHDGLQJ�VODQGHU�(v 16)��DQG�VHHNLQJ�UHYHQJH�(v 18)��$JDLQ�
WKHVH�UHVSRQVHV�DUH�WKH�RSSRVLWH�RI�ORYH��'ZHOOLQJ�RQ�VRPH�
RQH¶V�VLQ��GHVLULQJ�WR�VHH�VRPHRQH�KXUW�WKH�ZD\�ZH¶YH�EHHQ
KXUW��NHHSLQJ�D�UHFRUG�RI�ZURQJV��JRVVLSLQJ�DERXW�VRPHRQH¶V
VLQ�� DFWLQJ�RXW� DQ\� IRUP�RI� UHYHQJH²WKHVH� DUH�DOO� RIIHQVHV
DJDLQVW�*RG¶V�FDOOLQJ�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��<HW�LI�ZH�H[DPLQH�RXUVHOYHV�
ZH¶OO�ILQG�PDQ\�RI�WKHVH�UHVSRQVHV�SUHVHQW�(see Matt 18:15-19)�

7KH�ZLIH�ZKR�JLYHV�KHU�KXVEDQG�WKH�³VLOHQW� WUHDWPHQW´
ZKHQ�KH¶V�GRQH�VRPHWKLQJ�KXUWIXO�KDV�UHVSRQGHG�YHQJHIXOO\
DQG�� LQ� VR�GRLQJ��KDV� IRUVDNHQ�KHU� UHGHPSWLYH� FDOOLQJ��7KH
GDXJKWHU�ZKR¶V� EHHQ� KXUW� E\� KHU� SDUHQWV� DQG� JRHV� WR� KHU
URRP��VKXWV�WKH�GRRU��DQG�UHFRXQWV�LQ�JUDSKLF�GHWDLO�DOO� WKH
ZD\V�KHU�IDPLO\�KDV�IDLOHG�KHU��KDV�IRUVDNHQ�KHU�FDOOLQJ��7KH
&KULVWLDQ�EURWKHU�ZKR� VKDUHV�D� MXLF\�SLHFH�RI�JRVVLS� LQ� WKH
JXLVH�RI�D�SUD\HU�UHTXHVW�KDV�IDOOHQ�RII�WKH�PLGGOH�URDG�RI�ORYH
DQG�IRUVDNHQ�KLV�FDOOLQJ��7KH�KXVEDQG�ZKR�JRHV�WR�ZRUN�DQJU\
WKDW� KLV� IDPLO\� PDGH� KLP� ODWH�� ZKR� IDQWDVL]HV� KRZ�PXFK
HDVLHU�OLIH�ZRXOG�EH�ZLWKRXW�WKHP�KDV�RIIHQGHG�*RG¶V�FDOO�

The  Middle  Way  of  Love
7KH�PLGGOH�ZD\�RI�ORYH�LV�QRW�DERXW�EHLQJ�QLFH�RU�EHQLJQO\

WROHUDQW�RI�WKRVH�ZH�VHH�GRLQJ�ZURQJ��/RYH�LV�DFWLYH��:H�DUH
WR�EH�*RG¶V�DJHQWV�RI�UHVFXH�ZKHQ�ZH�VHH�DQRWKHU¶V�VLQ��+H
FDOOV�XV�WR�MXGJH�RXU�QHLJKERU�IDLUO\�DQG�WR�UHEXNH�HDFK�RWKHU
LQ� D� ZD\� WKDW� LV� IUDQN� DQG� FOHDU�� +DYLQJ� VDLG� WKLV�� SOHDVH
UHFRJQL]H� WKDW�ZH� DUH� QRW� WROG� WR� EH� VHOI�ULJKWHRXVO\� MXGJ�
PHQWDO��RU�WR�DFW�OLNH�GHWHFWLYHV��KXQWLQJ�IRU�DOO�WKH�VLQ�ZH�FDQ
XQFRYHU�LQ�RWKHU�SHRSOH¶V�OLYHV��1RU�DUH�ZH�FDOOHG�WR�EH�YHU�
EDOO\�DEXVLYH��FRORULQJ�WKH�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�ZLWK�QDPH�FDOOLQJ
DQG�RWKHU�XQNLQG�FKDUDFWHUL]DWLRQV��5DWKHU��*RG�LV�VD\LQJ�WKDW
ZKHQ�KH�SXUSRVHIXOO\�FKRRVHV�WR�H[SRVH�DQRWKHU¶V�VLQ�WR�XV�
ZH�DUH�WR�UHVSRQG�ZLWK�VHOI�VDFULILFLQJ��UHGHPSWLYH�ORYH��:H

JR�WR�RXU�QHLJKERU�DQG�KRQHVWO\�DQG�FOHDUO\�FRQIURQW�KLP�ZLWK
KLV�VLQ²QRW�VR�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�VXEPLW�WR�RXU�MXGJPHQWV��EXW�VR
WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�VXEPLW�WR�*RG¶V�DQG�VHHN�KLV�PHUF\�DQG�JUDFH�
:H�ZDQW�*RG��KLV�ZLOO��DQG�KLV�PHUF\�WR� ORRP�ODUJH� LQ� WKH
FRQYHUVDWLRQ²QRW�XV�

6RPHWKLQJ�HOVH�LV�UDGLFDO�DERXW�WKLV�SDVVDJH��,W�VD\V�WKDW�LI
ZH�IDLO�WR�GR�WKLV��LI�ZH�ORYH�RXUVHOYHV�PRUH�WKDQ�ZH�ORYH�*RG
DQG�RWKHUV��LI�ZH�DOORZ�RXUVHOYHV�WR�IDOO�LQWR�WKRVH�YDOOH\V�RI
KDWUHG��ZH�ZLOO�VKDUH�LQ�WKH�JXLOW�RI�RXU�QHLJKERU¶V�VLQ��<HV�
&DLQ��ZH�DUH�RXU�EURWKHU¶V�NHHSHU��(Gen 4:9)��*RG¶V�FDOO�FRXOG
QRW�EH�VWURQJHU��7R�IDLO� WR�UHVSRQG�WR�DQRWKHU¶V�VLQ�ZLWK�UH�
GHPSWLYH�ORYH�LV�WR�VKDUH�LQ�KLV�JXLOW��$V�*RG�VD\V�WKURXJK�WKH
SURSKHW��LI�WKH�ZDWFKPDQ�VHHV�WKH�HQHP\�FRPLQJ�DQG�IDLOV�WR
ZDUQ�WKH�SHRSOH��WKHLU�EORRG�LV�RQ�KLV�KDQGV�(Ezek 33:1-9)��7R�EH
SDUW�RI�*RG¶V�UHGHPSWLYH�UHVFXH�LV�QRW�RQO\�D�KLJK�FDOOLQJ�EXW
D�PRUDO�REOLJDWLRQ��7KH�ZDWFKPDQ¶V�MRE�LV�QRW�WR�IRUFH�SHRSOH
WR� UHVSRQG� WR� KLV�ZDUQLQJ�� LW� LV� VLPSO\� WR� JLYH� DPSOH� DQG
WLPHO\�ZDUQLQJ��+H�LV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�KLV�ZDUQLQJ�LV�XQGHU�
VWRRG�DQG�WR�HQWUHDW�SHRSOH�WR�DFW�XSRQ�LW��+DYLQJ�GRQH�WKHVH
WKLQJV��KLV�PLVVLRQ�LV�FRPSOHWH��+H�KDV�IXOILOOHG�KLV�FDOOLQJ�

:H�DUH�WR�ZDUQ�RWKHUV�WR�VHHN�WKH�SURWHFWLYH��UHVFXLQJ�FDUH
RI� WKH�5HGHHPHU��)UDQN�DQG�(OOHQ�GLGQ¶W�PLVV� WKHLU�FDOOLQJ�
7KH\� HQWHUHG�5\DQ¶V� URRP� DV�ZDWFKPHQ�� DQG� WKHLU� UHEXNH
FDPH�DV�D�ORYLQJ�ZDUQLQJ�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�XVHG�WR�WXUQ�5\DQ¶V
KHDUW��(YHU\WKLQJ�WKH\�VDLG�IORZHG�RXW�RI�D�KHDUWIHOW�GHVLUH�WR
EH�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�*RG�ZDV�GRLQJ��'RQ¶W�PLVV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�EHIRUH
*RG�XVHG�WKHLU�WDON�WR�ZRUN�LQ�5\DQ¶V�KHDUW��KH�ILUVW�ZRUNHG�LQ
WKHLU�KHDUWV��$QG�VR�LW�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�XV�

1RWLFH�WKDW�WKLV�SDVVDJH�LV�SXQFWXDWHG�WZLFH�ZLWK��³,�DP
WKH�/25'�´�*RG�LV�VD\LQJ��³7KLV�LV�WKH�.LQJ�VSHDNLQJ�DQG�WKLV
LV�P\�ZLOO�IRU�\RX��,�DP�WKH�/25'��DQG�,�DP�FDOOLQJ�\RX�WR�ORYH
RQH�DQRWKHU�WKLV�ZD\��7KHUH�LV�QR�URRP�IRU�GHEDWH�RU�H[FXVH
RU�TXHVWLRQ��,�DP�WKH�/25'��1RZ�JR�DQG�EH�P\�LQVWUXPHQWV
RI�ZDUQLQJ�DQG�UHVFXH�WR�WKRVH�,�KDYH�SODFHG�QHDU�\RX�´

The  Great  Commission  as  a  Lifestyle
*R�\H�WKHUHIRUH��DQG�WHDFK�DOO�QDWLRQV��EDSWL]LQJ�WKHP�LQ�WKH
QDPH�RI �WKH�)DWKHU��DQG�RI �WKH�6RQ��DQG�RI �WKH�+RO\�*KRVW�
WHDFKLQJ�WKHP�WR�REVHUYH�DOO�WKLQJV�ZKDWVRHYHU�,�KDYH�FRP�
PDQGHG�\RX�(see Matt 28:16-20)�

7KLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�FOHDUHVW�FDOOV�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�WKH�.LQJ¶V�PLVVLRQ�
7KLV�SDVVDJH�LV�QRW�WR�EH�OLPLWHG�WR�³IRUHLJQ�PLVVLRQV� �́RU�ZH
PLVV�PXFK�RI�LWV�PHDQLQJ��7KH�FKXUFK�KDV�EHHQ�ZHDNHQHG�E\
LWV�WHQGHQF\�WR�QHJOHFW�WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKLV�FRPPLVVLRQ��:H
DUH�FDOOHG�QRW�RQO\�WR�PDNH�GLVFLSOHV��EXW�DOVR�WR�WHDFK�WKHP
KRZ�WR�OLYH�REHGLHQWO\�WR�HYHU\�FRPPDQG�RI�&KULVW��,W¶V�D�FDOO
WR�H[KRUW��HQFRXUDJH��DQG�WHDFK�VR�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�EH�SURJUHV�
VLYHO\�IUHHG�IURP�ROG�SDWWHUQV�RI�VLQ��DQG�WKXV�FRQIRUPHG�WR
WKH�LPDJH�RI�&KULVW��7KH�*UHDW�&RPPLVVLRQ�LV�QRW�RQO\�D�FDOO
WR�EULQJ�SHRSOH� LQWR� WKH�NLQJGRP�RI� OLJKW��EXW�DOVR�D�FDOO� WR
WHDFK�WKHP�WR�OLYH�DV�FKLOGUHQ�RI�OLJKW��:KHQ�ZH�IDLO�WR�VHH�WKH
VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ²³WHDFKLQJ�WKHP´²ZH�PLVV
LWV�FODLP�RQ�RXU�HYHU\GD\�WDON�

7KLV� FRPPLVVLRQ� LV� D� FDOO� WR� D� OLIHVW\OH� RI�PLQLVWU\�� 7KLV
NHHSV�XV� IURP�GLYRUFLQJ�PLQLVWU\� IURP�RXU�HYHU\GD\� OLYHV�
:KHUH�GR�ZH�WHDFK�DQG�OHDUQ�WR�OLYH�DV�REHGLHQW�FKLOGUHQ�RI

*RG"�1RW�MXVW�LQ�WKH�IRUPDO�JDWKHULQJV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK��EXW�LQ
HYHU\GD\�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV��ZKHUH�ZH�ZUHVWOH�ZLWK�WKH�WHPSWD�
WLRQV�RI�WKH�HQHP\�DQG�WKH�GHVLUHV�RI�WKH�VLQIXO�QDWXUH��6R�WKH
KXVEDQG�ZLIH�DQG�SDUHQW�FKLOG�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHFRPH�D�IRUXP
IRU�*UHDW�&RPPLVVLRQ�PLQLVWU\��7KLV�PHDQV�WKDW�ZKHQ�,�ZDQW
WR�WDON�ZLWK�P\�ZLIH�DERXW�GLIILFXOWLHV�DQG�GLVDSSRLQWPHQWV
LQ�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS��,�GR�VR�ZLWK�D�³VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�WKH�*UHDW
&RPPLVVLRQ´�PHQWDOLW\��,�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRU�
WDQW�JRDO�RI�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�LV�WKDW�RXU�ZRUGV�HQFRXUDJH�WKH
ZRUN�WKDW�*RG�LV�GRLQJ�LQ�ERWK�RI�XV�WKDW�ZH�PD\�OLYH�PRUH
IXOO\�DV�FKLOGUHQ�RI�OLJKW��$JDLQ��WKH�LVVXH�LV�QRW�ZKHWKHU�ZH
GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�SUREOHPV��EXW�KRZ�

$�³OLIH�LV�PLQLVWU\´�DWWLWXGH�PXVW�JRYHUQ�DOO�WKH�ZRUGV�ZH
VSHDN��:H� GR� QRW� VWHS� RXW� RI� OLIH� LQWR�PLQLVWU\��*RG¶V� FDOO
H[WHQGV�WR�HYHU\�PRPHQW�RI�OLIH��2XU�UHVSRQVH�LV�WR�VXEPLW�WR
WKH�PRUDO�REOLJDWLRQ�WR�ORYH�RXU�QHLJKERUV�DV�RXUVHOYHV��PR�
WLYDWHG� E\�PRUH� WKDQ�RXU�RZQ�KDSSLQHVV�� VDWLVIDFWLRQ�� DQG
FRPIRUW��:H�ZDQW�WR�EH�SDUW�RI�ZKDW�WKH�.LQJ�LV�GRLQJ�LQ�WKH
OLYHV� RI� WKRVH� DURXQG� XV�� $QG� WKHVH� RSSRUWXQLWLHV� DUH� QRW
JRLQJ�WR� ORRN�OLNH�ZKDW�ZH�H[SHFW��7KH�PRVW�SRZHUIXO�PR�
PHQWV�RI�PLQLVWU\�FRPH�LQ�WLPHV�RI�GLIILFXOW\��ODUJH�DQG�VPDOO�
6RPH�RI�RXU�PRVW�ZRQGHUIXO�PLQLVWU\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�ZLOO�FRPH
LQ�PRPHQWV�ZH�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�DYRLG�

2IWHQ�LQ�VXFK�PRPHQWV�ZH�DUH�VR�FDXJKW�XS�LQ�RXU�RZQ
HPRWLRQV�DQG�GHVLUHV� WKDW�ZH� ORVH�VLJKW�RI� WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\
*RG�LV�JLYLQJ�XV�WR�VSHDN�ZRUGV�WKDW�SURPRWH�KLV�UHGHPSWLYH
PLVVLRQ��:KHQ�)UDQN�ILUVW�UHDG�5\DQ¶V�H�PDLO��KH�GLGQ¶W�WKLQN�
:KDW�D�ZRQGHUIXO�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�PLQLVWU\��7KDQN�\RX��/RUG��1R�
KLV�KHDUW�ZDV�ILOOHG�ZLWK�D�IDWKHU¶V�JULHI��ZKLFK�ZDV�DSSURSUL�
DWH��%XW�WKRVH�SDLQIXO�ZRUGV��ZULWWHQ�LQ�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�LQ�D
ZD\�5\DQ�FRXOG�QRW�GHQ\��ZHUH�ZKDW�*RG�XVHG�WR�PRELOL]H
)UDQN�DQG�(OOHQ�DQG�WR�UHVFXH�5\DQ��7KDW�PRPHQW�RI�JULHI�ZDV
QRW�)UDQN�DQG�(OOHQ¶V�PRPHQW��LW�ZDV�*RG·V��+H�H[SRVHG�WKHP
WR�WKLQJV�LQ�5\DQ¶V�KHDUW�WKDW�KH�DOUHDG\�NQHZ�ZHUH�WKHUH��+H
FDOOHG�WKHP�WR�VKDUH� LQ� WKH� VXIIHULQJ�VR�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�DOVR
VKDUH�LQ�WKH�JORU\�RI�KLV�ZRUN�RI�FKDQJH�

)UDQN� DQG� (OOHQ� QHHGHG� WR� JHW� EH\RQG� WKH� WDON� WKDW� LV
GULYHQ� E\� UDFLQJ� HPRWLRQV� DQG� IHDUIXO� GHVLUH�� 7KH\�KDG� WR
VSHDN�WR�5\DQ�RXW�RI�WKH�UHGHPSWLYH�ORYH�RI�*RG��7KDW�ORYH
ZDV�WKH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�RSSRUWXQLW\��,W�HQDEOHG�KXPEOH�ZRUGV
RI�JUDFH��7KH\�DSSURDFKHG�5\DQ�DV�VLQQHUV�ZKR�KDG�H[SHUL�
HQFHG�WKH�LQWHUYHQLQJ�KDQG�RI�WKH�5HGHHPHU�WKHPVHOYHV��DQG
ZKR�ORQJHG�IRU�WKHLU�VRQ� WR�H[SHULHQFH�WKH�VDPH�SRZHUIXO�
GHOLYHULQJ� JUDFH��:H� VSHDN�*RG¶V�ZRUGV� WR� HDFK� RWKHU� QRW
EHFDXVH� ZH� DUH� KLJKHU� RU� EHWWHU�� DQG� QRW� EHFDXVH� ZH� DUH
FDSDEOH�RI�IL[LQJ�SHRSOH��1R��ZH�WHDFK��HQFRXUDJH��DGPRQLVK�
FRUUHFW��DQG�H[KRUW�EHFDXVH�*RG�KDV�FRPPLVVLRQHG�XV�WR�GR
VR��7KLV�FDOO�LV�QRW�RQH�VHFWRU�RI�RXU�DOUHDG\�WRR�EXV\�OLYHV��LW
LV�WR�EH�RXU�OLIHVW\OH��0LQLVWU\�ZLOO�FRPH�XQH[SHFWHGO\��RIWHQ
ZUDSSHG�LQ�GLIILFXOW\��,Q�WKH�PLGVW�RI�WKHVH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��RXU
WDON�LV�WR�EH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�*RG¶V�FDOO��IRU�ZH�KDYH�DFFHSWHG
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�FKRVHQ�WR�EH�RQ�WKH�.LQJ¶V�PLVVLRQ��
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HQW��7KH�XJO\�VFHQH�GLGQ¶W� WDNH�SODFH��0RUH�JRRG� WKDQ�RQH
ZRXOG�WKLQN�SRVVLEOH�UHVXOWHG�IURP�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�VWDUWHG
RXW�ORRNLQJ�WHUULEOH��:KDW�PDGH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH"�/HW�PH�WHOO
WKH�VWRU\�

,W�ZDV�WKH�HQG�RI�DQ�XQXVXDOO\�EXV\�GD\�DW�ZRUN��)UDQN
FRXOGQ¶W�ZDLW�WR�JHW�KRPH��KDYH�D�KRW�PHDO��DQG�UHOD[�IRU�D
FRXSOH�RI�KRXUV�EHIRUH�FRQWDFWLQJ�VRPH�FOLHQWV�E\�H�PDLO�ODWHU
LQ�WKH�HYHQLQJ��$V�KH�GURYH�KRPH�KH�PXWWHUHG�WR�KLPVHOI�
³,¶P�EXVKHG�´�:DONLQJ�LQ�WKH�GRRU��WKH�VPHOOV�RI�D�JUHDW�PHDO
JUHHWHG�KLP��+H�KDG�WLPH�WR�UHDG�WKH�SDSHU�EHIRUH�VXSSHU�DQG
D�EULHI�PRPHQW�WR�UHOD[�DIWHUZDUGV��+H�ZDV�UHIUHVKHG�DV�KH�VDW
GRZQ�DW�WKH�FRPSXWHU�LQ�KLV�KRPH�RIILFH��%XW�ZKHQ�KH�FKHFNHG
WKH� LQFRPLQJ� H�PDLO�� KH� ZDV� JUHHWHG� ZLWK� VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW
ZRXOG�FRPSOHWHO\�DOWHU�KLV�HYHQLQJ�

7KHUH�ZDV�DQ�H�PDLO�IRU�KLV�VRQ��+H�GLGQ¶W�XVXDOO\�UHDG
5\DQ¶V�OHWWHUV��EXW�DV�KH�ZDV�SULQWLQJ�LW�IRU�KLP��)UDQN�ORRNHG
XS�DQG�VDZ�IRXO�ODQJXDJH�LQ�FDSLWDO�OHWWHUV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRP�
SXWHU�VFUHHQ��+H�VWRSSHG�DQG�UHDG�WKH�OHWWHU��$V�KH�GLG��KLV
KHDUW� VDQN�� ,W� ZDV� VH[XDOO\� GLVJXVWLQJ�� GLVUHVSHFWIXO�� DQG
KLQWHG�DW�HYHQWV�WKDW��LI�WUXH��PDGH�KLP�ZRQGHU�LI�KH�NQHZ�KLV
RZQ�VRQ��+H�LPPHGLDWHO\�EHJDQ�VHDUFKLQJ�WKH�FRPSXWHU�IRU
H�PDLOV�IURP�5\DQ�WR�WKLV�IULHQG��,W�ZDVQ¶W�ORQJ�EHIRUH�KH�IRXQG
WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�OHWWHU��7R�KLV�GLVPD\��KLV�VRQ¶V�OHWWHU�ZDV�ZRUVH�
,W�ZDV�VR�EDG�WKDW�)UDQN�OLWHUDOO\�ZHSW�RYHU�LW��+H�VDW�DW�WKH
FRPSXWHU��VWXQQHG��7KH�VDGQHVV�TXLFNO\�WXUQHG�WR�DQJHU��5HG�
IDFHG��ZLWK�H�PDLO�LQ�KDQG��KH�ZHQW�ORRNLQJ�IRU�5\DQ�

,W�ZDV�DQ�DFW�RI�*RG¶V�JUDFH�WKDW�KLV�VRQ�ZDVQ¶W�KRPH��*RG
KDG�VRPHWKLQJ�JRRG�LQ�PLQG�IRU�ERWK�RI�WKHP��)UDQN�FDOOHG
KLV�ZLIH��(OOHQ��WR�FRPH�LQWR�WKHLU�EHGURRP��+H�VWXFN�WKH�H�PDLO
LQ�KHU�IDFH�DQG�VDLG��³7DNH�D�ORRN�ZKDW�RXU�VZHHW�OLWWOH�ER\�KDV
EHHQ�XS�WR� �́/LNH�)UDQN��(OOHQ�ZHSW�DV�VKH�UHDG�ZKDW�KHU�VRQ
KDG�ZULWWHQ��³:KHUH�LV�KH"�,�ZDQW�WR�WDON�WR�KLP�QRZ�´�)UDQN
GHPDQGHG��RQO\�WR�EH�WROG�WKDW�5\DQ�ZDV�RXW�VWXG\LQJ��+H
ZRXOG�QRW�EH�KRPH�XQWLO�TXLWH�ODWH��³,�FDQ¶W�EHOLHYH�LW��7KH�RQH
WLPH�ZH�KDYH�WR�WDON�WR�KLP�DQG�KH¶V�QRW�KHUH�´�)UDQN�VWRUPHG�
³0D\EH�LW¶V�IRU�WKH�EHVW��GHDU��,W�ZLOO�JLYH�XV�WLPH�WR�WKLQN�´
(OOHQ�UHSOLHG��7UXHU�ZRUGV�KDYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�VSRNHQ�

$V�WKH\�EHJDQ�WR�WDON��WKHLU�SHUVSHFWLYH�EHJDQ�WR�FKDQJH�
,Q�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WKDW�FRQVXPHG�PRVW�RI�WKH�HYHQLQJ��)UDQN
EHJDQ�WR�VHH�WKH�LVVXH�QRW�VR�PXFK�DV�D�SHUVRQDO�DIIURQW�EXW�DV
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�PLQLVWHU�WR�KLV�VRQ��ZKR�ZDV�FOHDUO\�LQ�WKH
WKURHV�RI�JUHDW� WHPSWDWLRQ�DQG�VLQ��(OOHQ�ZDV�DEOH� WR�PRYH
EH\RQG�WKH�JRDO�RI�GH�HVFDODWLQJ�)UDQN¶V�DQJHU�WR�VWHS�EDFN
DQG� WDNH�D�PRUH� WKRXJKWIXO� ORRN�DW� WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��7RJHWKHU�
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